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Where Are the Records I Want?
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Who Created the RecordsWho Created the RecordsWho Created the RecordsWho Created the Records

• Records used by genealogists were 
created by State agencies and the 
Church
Lutheran church was a state agency, but • Lutheran church was a state agency, but 
with it’s own organizational hierarchy.

• Records created by law vs. records 
created by social influences



FamilySearchFamilySearchFamilySearchFamilySearch CatalogCatalogCatalogCatalog
• Follows civil jurisdictions

• Records are described under the creating organization 
but use civil localities.

• Lutheran church hierarchy
• Hamar stift \ Nordre Gudbrandsdalen provsti \ Vågå prestegjeld \• Hamar stift \ Nordre Gudbrandsdalen provsti \ Vågå prestegjeld \

Vågå sokn

• Civil hierarchy
• Norway, Oppland, Vågå

• FamilySearch Catalog Analytics
• Catalog entries for some censuses have been broken up 

by specific locality to make them easier to find.
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DenmarkDenmarkDenmarkDenmark
• Folkekirken

• Biskop | Stift (domkirke)
• Provsti (deanery)

• Sogn (parish)

• State• State
• Len /1662 | Amt 1662-2006 | Regioner 2007/

• Foged
• Herred (district)

• Købstad /1970 (city)
• Landdistrikt /1970 (rural municipality)
• Kommune 1970/ (municipality)

• Birk (distrikt)



AmtAmtAmtAmt

• Amtmand (county governor)
• Amtstue (county offices)

• Amtsforvalter (county manager)• Amtsforvalter (county manager)

• Amtsret (county court)

• Administrationen
• County government in Søndrejylland



Amt Amt Amt Amt –––– RecordsRecordsRecordsRecords
• Amtmand

• Forligskommission
• Skifteprotokoller

• Amtstue
• Regnskaber
• Fæsteprotokoller
• Grundbøger• Grundbøger
• Jordebøger
• Skatter & skattehovedbøger
• Overformynderiprotokoller
• Skifteprotokoller

• Amtsret
• Grundbøger
• Overformynderiprotokoller
• Jordebøger
• Skyld- og panteprotokoller



SønderjyllandSønderjyllandSønderjyllandSønderjylland ---- RecordsRecordsRecordsRecords
• Administrationen

• Borgerskaber
• Fatttigvæsen
• Jordebøger
• Lægdsruller

Passprotokoller
• Lægdsruller
• Passprotokoller
• Tyende- bøger, protokoller
• Skattemandtaller
• Stambøger

• Municipal Personregisterføreren
• Personregister 1874-1950



FogedFogedFogedFoged (DK) / (DK) / (DK) / (DK) / FogdFogdFogdFogd (NO)(NO)(NO)(NO)

• German - vogt
• Fogederi / Fogderi / Futedome

• Police & Judicial authority
• Responsible for taxes and fines• Responsible for taxes and fines

• Other jurisdictions
• Byfoged
• Herredsfoged
• Sognefoged



HerredHerredHerredHerred

• It’s NOT a shire, it’s a Hundred
• A region required to provide one hundred soldiers 

during wartime

Two kinds of herreds• Two kinds of herreds
• Geographic - Trap’s Statistisk-Topografisk

Beskrivelse

• Judicial - police and court administration in areas 
where there is no birk.



Geographical Geographical Geographical Geographical HerredHerredHerredHerred



Judicial Judicial Judicial Judicial HerredsHerredsHerredsHerreds 1687168716871687



JudicialJudicialJudicialJudicial HerredsHerredsHerredsHerreds 1817181718171817



Judicial Judicial Judicial Judicial HerredHerredHerredHerred

• Herredsfogd
• Police & Judicial authority

• Herredsrett / Herredsting• Herredsrett / Herredsting



BirkBirkBirkBirk

• It’s NOT a herred
• Often encompassed ecclesiastical and 

noble properties
• Birkedommer• Birkedommer
• Birketing
• Birkefogd
• Birksret
• Birk connected to an estate



Birks 1687Birks 1687Birks 1687Birks 1687



Birks 1813Birks 1813Birks 1813Birks 1813



FogedFogedFogedFoged, , , , HerredHerredHerredHerred & & & & BirkBirkBirkBirk –––– RecordsRecordsRecordsRecords

• Pasprotokoller
• Borgerskaps
• Tyendeprotokoller
• Tingbøger
• Skøde- og panteprotokoller• Skøde- og panteprotokoller
• Overformynderiprotokoller
• Skudsmål- og opholdsbøger
• Arrestantprotokoller
• Borgerlige vielser



NorwayNorwayNorwayNorway
• Church - Den Norske Kirke

• Stift (diocese)
• Provsti (deanter)

• Prestegjeld (clerical district)
• Sokn (parish)• Sokn (parish)

• State
• Len /1662 | Amt 1662-1917 | Fylke 1918/ (county)

• Fogd
• Herred (district)

• By (city) | Land (rural district)
• Kommune (municipality)



FogdFogdFogdFogd

• Responsible for finances and taxation
• Fogdregnskaber

• 1664-1666 & 1701 censuses• 1664-1666 & 1701 censuses



RekneskaperRekneskaperRekneskaperRekneskaper, , , , AkershusAkershusAkershusAkershus Len 1557Len 1557Len 1557Len 1557----1567156715671567



Norske Norske Norske Norske LensrekneskapsbøkerLensrekneskapsbøkerLensrekneskapsbøkerLensrekneskapsbøker, 1557, 1557, 1557, 1557----1567156715671567



PrestegjeldPrestegjeldPrestegjeldPrestegjeld
• Area providing 

support to a priest

• 1660 / an area of 
one or more one or more 
parishes



SorenskriveriSorenskriveriSorenskriveriSorenskriveri

• 1591 - Assistant to the court

• 1630s  - magistrate for the court of first 
instance.instance.

• Registrar of probates, guardianships and 
mortgages.



LeidangLeidangLeidangLeidang /  /  /  /  SkipreideSkipreideSkipreideSkipreide
• Leidang -

conscription system 
to provide and fit a 
fleetfleet

• Skiprede – coastal 
area responsible for 
a ship



GazetteersGazetteersGazetteersGazetteers

• Denmark
• Post- og telegraf adressebog for kongeriget
Danmark

• Iceland• Iceland
• Íslenzket Bæjatal / Islandsk stedfortegnelse

• Norway
• Norsk stedsfortegnelse



PostPostPostPost---- ogogogog telegraftelegraftelegraftelegraf adressebogadressebogadressebogadressebog



NorskNorskNorskNorsk stedsfortegnelsestedsfortegnelsestedsfortegnelsestedsfortegnelse



Online Gazetteers Online Gazetteers Online Gazetteers Online Gazetteers ---- DenmarkDenmarkDenmarkDenmark

• Krabsens stednavnedatabase

• Nordisk Forskningsinstitut - Danmarks
StednavneStednavne



KrabsensKrabsensKrabsensKrabsens stednavnedatabasestednavnedatabasestednavnedatabasestednavnedatabase



DanmarksDanmarksDanmarksDanmarks StednavneStednavneStednavneStednavne



Online Gazetteers Online Gazetteers Online Gazetteers Online Gazetteers ---- NorwayNorwayNorwayNorway

• Dokumentasjonsprosjektet
• Oluf Rygh

• Norske Gaardnavne• Norske Gaardnavne

• Norske Elvenavne

• Eining for Digital Dokumentasjon (UiO)
• Cultural, lexical, name databases



Norske Norske Norske Norske GaardnavneGaardnavneGaardnavneGaardnavne



Norske Norske Norske Norske ElvenavneElvenavneElvenavneElvenavne



Maps & AtlasesMaps & AtlasesMaps & AtlasesMaps & Atlases

• Denmark
• DigDag.dk
• J. P. Trap, Danmark
• HistoriskAtlas.dk• HistoriskAtlas.dk

• Iceland
• en.ja.is

• Norway
• kart.finn.no



DigDak.dkDigDak.dkDigDak.dkDigDak.dk



Trap’s Trap’s Trap’s Trap’s DanmarkDanmarkDanmarkDanmark



HistoriskAtlas.dkHistoriskAtlas.dkHistoriskAtlas.dkHistoriskAtlas.dk



Kart.finn.noKart.finn.noKart.finn.noKart.finn.no


